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This special issue of BBA - Bioenergetics 
presents some of the latest discoveries 
in the field of retinylidene proteins, a 
diverse family of membrane channels, 
pumps, and receptors that carry out their 
biological function in response to light. 
The cover image shows the structure of 
the retinylidene protein rhodopsin (in 
purple), the dim-light sensor present 
in the retina. In this figure, rhodopsin 
is shown embedded in the cellular 
membrane, and retinal, the cromophore 
responsible for light absorption, is shown 
as yellow spheres.
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